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As the school year comes to a close,  
everyone looks forward to summer! For 
teachers it is a time to rest, reflect, and  
rejuvenate.  I hope you do those three 
things and remember that: 

Teaching is a PROFESSION! Teachers have 
been and continue to be educated in the 
skills and strategies needed to do their job. 

Teaching is a VOCATION! Teachers have 
been called to serve the students in their 
classrooms and communities. 

Teaching is a SCIENCE! Teachers use  
research, observation, problem solving,  
assessment, and analysis. 

Teaching is an ART! Teachers practice, 
evaluate, change, and improve their craft 
and style over time. 

  Jill McPherson and Emily Reed 

  





UPCOMING EVENTS—HIGHLIGHTS 

Literacy Centers 
Monday, September 17 

6:30-8:00pm 
Lawnton Elementary 

 
Keystone to Reading Book Awards 

Thursday, October 18 
4:45-6:15pm 

Hampden Elementary 
 

KSLA Conference 
October 28-31 

Penn Stater 
 

Friendly’s Night 
Thursday, November 15 

5:00-8:00pm 
 March 2019 

 
UPC Gift Wrapping 

December 2018 
Capital City Mall 

 
Professional Book Study 
January—February 2019 

 
Hershey Bears Game 

March 2019 
 

Celebrate Literacy/Book Share Event 
April 2019 

 
*Watch your email for more specifics regarding our 2018-2019 events! 



NEW EDUCATOR GRANT RECIPIENTS 

Alyson Settino 

I have a Bachelors Degree in Education Pre K-4 from Shippensburg  
University. Throughout college I was able to tutor second graders in  
literacy.  Starting my sophomore year, I worked with preschoolers and  
Kindergarteners.  I student taught in Kindergarten in Big Spring School  
District.  I have also been a second grade counselor for the Derry Township 
Parks and Recreation for five years.  Currently, I am a Kindergarten teacher 
at Sara Lindemuth/Anna Carter Primary School in Susquehanna Township 
School District. 

Some of my most rewarding moments are when I am working with small 
groups because I am able to focus solely on those students.  When I see 
them understand a concept better, make progress, and finally ‘get it’, it 
truly makes me smile.  The most challenging moments are when I am  

trying to meet everyone’s needs and give them the differentiation they require. 

I believe that a child should read at least 10 minutes a day and progress as they get older.  I also believe 
that students should have a wide variety of genres available to them so that it peaks their interest.  In 
my classroom for guided reading, I meet with my groups everyday to read a book, work on word work 
and writing.  I believe combining these elements will not only make them better readers, but better 
writers as well. 

Abby Leidigh 

My name is Abby Leidigh and I am relatively new to the field of education and literacy.  I graduated last 
May from Lebanon Valley College with a B.S. in Early Childhood Education and Special Education. I am 
now working on my M.Ed. in Reading at Shippensburg University. Currently, I am a 4th grade teacher at  
LeTort Elementary School in Carlisle, which is where I was born and raised. I am humbled and honored 
to receive this award from CRC. 

I decided to join KSRA and the CRC because I believe that reading is the foundation for success in a all 
other areas of education. When I was in elementary school and middle school, I was not an avid reader. 
It was because of a book series suggested by a fantastic local librarian that I developed an  
unquenchable thirst for reading.  For this reason, I use the same book series in a weekly “Lunch Bunch” 
book club that I hold with some of my 4th graders to promote literacy, and more importantly, a love of 
reading.   

I look forward to becoming more involved in CRC and enhancing my current reading practices. 

     

     



NEW EDUCATOR GRANT RECIPIENTS 

   Melanie Walters 

I am a third grade teacher at Northern Elementary School.  I graduated 
from Messiah College and am finishing my Master’s in Language and  
Literacy with a Reading Specialist Concentration at Millersville University.  
As an adjunct professor at Messiah, I facilitate a growth mindset seminar 
for student teachers.  When not in the classroom, I enjoy painting or 
cooking in my new house with my fiancé, hiking at a national park, or 
reading picture books to my nephew.  I am most thankful for the support 
of my family, closest friends, and literacy mentors who model a love of 
books, writing, and relationships.  

NEW MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 
 Christine Danielewicz 

I have taught for 12 years in elementary schools (Erie, PA) and 15 years in my private piano studio 
(Camp Hill, PA).  For the past three years, I have been substitute teaching while earning my ESL  
program specialist certificate through the CAIU.  While teaching piano and studying English literacy 
development, I have discovered some amazing connections between the language of music and the 
language of words! 

Besides reading and playing the piano, I enjoy scrapbooking, walking our dog Maggie, and working on 
jigsaw puzzles.  I hope to resume volunteering at the Community Classroom in Shiremanstown and 
find a permanent teaching position in the coming school year.  I am also looking forward to making 
new friends in the KSRA! 

CAPITAL READING COUNCIL “INSPIRES YOUNG MINDS” 
The Capital Reading Council once again sponsored our community service project called “Inspire 
Young Minds.”  Our project works in conjunction with the Keystone to Reading Preschool Book  
Program.  Starting in October 2017 and running through March 2018, CRC members delivered  
preschool book sets to child care centers in Dauphin and Cumberland counties.  This year 18  
centers participated with 611 votes being cast by the children.  The book sets were rotated to a 
different center every two weeks.  The staff read the books to their children and then they voted 
on their favorite.  The votes were tallied from all 18 centers and sent to KSRA to be included in the 
state wide vote.  This year the “Inspire Young Minds” winner was Safe in a Storm, with When 
Spring Comes coming in a close second.  The book sets were donated to participating centers at the 
conclusion of the program. 



WHEN FRIENDSHIP FOLLOWED ME HOME BOOK STUDY 

By Ginny Williams 

During the school year, I did a read aloud with Mrs. Orner’s 4th grade class at Mountain View  
Elementary in the Central Dauphin School District.  I read When Friendship Followed Me Home by 
Paul Griffin.  After I finished the book, I had the students 
write why they thought he named the book what he did, 
and if they enjoyed the book, why or why not. 

After they finished writing, I sent their papers to Mr. 
Griffin.  Imagine their surprise when he responded!  He 
offered constructive insight to their writings, thought 
that they understood the message he was trying to  
convey, and made the students feel special! 

What a wonderful experience for the 4th graders! 

PROFESSIONAL BOOK STUDY 

Who’s Doing the Work? by Jan Burkins and Kim Yaris was the title of our most recent professional 
online book study.  The book study got started in February and finished up at the end of the 
school year. 

Many of the people that participated found great benefit of “talking” 
with each other and sharing ideas via posts on our book study blog sec-
tion of our website. 

Participants read the book and posted comments in response to a 
guest blogger.  Act 48 hours were earned for participation in the book 
study. 

The Capital Reading Council will host a professional book study as well 
as a book study of a middle grade novel this coming school year. 



TURNING READERS INTO WRITERS WITH POETRY AND PLAY 

On April 21, members of the Capital Reading Council gathered at  
Millersville University to learn about “Turning Reading into Writers with 
Poetry and Play.”  They were joined by members of Franklin County  
Reading Council, Lancaster Lebanon Reading Council, South Central  
Reading Council, and students from Millersville University. 

Janet Wong was the keynote speaker.  
She introduced the use of poetry 
along with prewriting, response  
poems, and mentor poems.  Teachers 
and students created a mosaic using 

a selected poem.  Many people left with a better  
appreciation of poetry and were excited about using 
poetry in their classrooms. 

Four local authors, Frank Murphy, Jan Cheripko, Adam 
Lehrhaupt, and Jennie K. Brown, were also there to participate in an author panel.  They shared 
how they became authors and their writing process.  Their ideas could be easily used with  
students and with participants own writing. 
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