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CO-PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

Capital Reading Council has had a joyous and giving 
winter season. 

 Aileen Hower came and taught us about literacy 
strategies for students with autism.  We all walked away 
with strategies that we could use right away, with many of 
our students. 

 We hosted an event at Barnes and Noble, where stu-
dents sang, wrote letters to soldiers, created a bookmark, 
and shopped for their favorite holiday titles, all while the 
members wrapped packages for the holiday shoppers. 

 The board even went to the Capital City Mall and 
wrapped presents for United Cerebral Palsy. 

 Please continue to look to our newsletter and web-
site to find our about more exciting events to come. 

 But most of all this holiday season— Capital Reading 
Council would like to wish you Happy Holidays.  We know 
that the month of December is filled with craziness...baking 
cookies, shopping, decorating, and possibly dealing with 
some of that white stuff!  (I refuse to say the word, and I 
don’t mean frosting!) 

 Remember the best gift of all around the Christmas 
tree, or the menorah, or whatever it might be, is the pres-
ence of family and friends all wrapped up in each other.  
Enjoy the time that you have together and the smiles and 
stories that you can share. 

 Happy Holidays and looking forward to another ex-
citing year with Capital Reading Council. 

 

                              Emily Reed, Co-President 

 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

2016-2017 Calendar of Events Theme: Diverse Learners 

 

December 20, 2016 Friendly’s Fundraiser, 4-9pm 

 

January 19, 2017          Hampden Elementary School, Mike Williams: Books 
for Boys, 4:45-6pm 

 

March 4, 2017 Hershey Bears Fundraiser 

 

March 25, 2017  Shippensburg University, Tuscarora Room, Reisner 
Hall,  Lynne Dorfmann and Diane Dougherty: Confer-
ring to Drive Writing Instruction, 9:45-12:30 

 

March 27, 2017  Barnes and Noble Night, 4-8pm 

 

April 8, 2017  Cornerstone Coffeehouse,  Bethann McCain: Reaching 

Children in Poverty   

*Don’t Forget to Bring Your PPID Number! 

CRC SNAPSHOTS 



VOICES FROM THE FIELD USED TO INFORM PDE’S STATE ESSA PLAN 

Literacy Advocacy Chair Anne Hartzfeld 

 Mr. David Volkman, former Superintendent of the Susquehanna Twp. School District and current Executive 
Deputy Secretary of PDE, spoke to a session at KSRA’s annual conference in October. His focus was to share infor-
mation about the state’s implementation of ESSA and the use of “stakeholder” work groups from around the Com-
monwealth “to ensure coherent and thoughtful state-level implementation of ESSA.” Eighty-two nominated individu-
als assembled over several dates to generate concerns and recommendations used to inform PA’s ESSA plan, to be 
submitted to the USDE in the spring. 

I’m sure you will recognize some of the names of the participants by looking at the roster below… http://
www.education.pa.gov/Documents/About%20PDE/ESSA/ESSA%20Work%20Group%20Rosters.pdf 

The groups used this template to drive their work: http://www.education.pa.gov/Documents/About%20PDE/ESSA/
August%2030%202016/ESSA%20Work%20Group%20Recommendations%20Template.docx 

The sessions were considered to be “practioner driven.” Four categories were identified and concerns and recommen-
dations were developed for each. Below are the recommendations which included research to substantiate them 

I. Assessment 

a. PDE should reduce ESSA-required, statewide testing time for all students. 

b. Pursuant to decreasing the time spent on ESSA-required, statewide assessments, PDE should conduct a study to 
determine the feasibility of administering assessments at multiple points in time to better inform instruction. 

c. PDE should utilize a standards-aligned, state-required multiple choice-only assessment to meet ESSA requirements. 
PDE should encourage local education agencies (LEAs) to utilize performance-based measures for students to demon-
strate progress toward achievement of postsecondary goals. 

II. Accountability 

a. The accountability system should start with a student-centered approach which considers the whole student expe-
rience including academics, physical and cultural environment and supports. 

b. The PA accountability system should be based on an array of indicators of student experiences and growth toward 
college and career readiness, appropriately selected and weighted to serve different purposes, including: 

* Identifying schools for ESSA supports, intervention, and recognition; 

* Timely reporting of meaningful information to schools, policymakers, and communities; 

* Setting statewide, school, and community goals and interim targets. 

c. The PA accountability system will enable system wide continuous and sustainable improvement by providing trans-
parent, timely, and meaningful feedback to all stakeholders. 

d. The interventions in Pennsylvania’s accountability system are evidence-based and applied in ways that are flexible 
and responsive to varying needs of students, communities, and schools to support the growth of every child.  

Continued on page 4 



VOICES FROM THE FIELD CONT. 

   III. Educator Preparation 

a. The Department should promote and increase opportunities to recruit, retain, and ensure a diverse, talented, and sup-
ported educator workforce. 

b. The Department will define effective teachers as those who strive to engage all students in learning, demonstrate in-
structional and subject matter competence, and continuously grow and improve. 

c. The Department should promote and support collaborative in-field, practical experiences as a crucial component of 
educator preparation. 

IV. Educator Evaluation 

a. Revise the overall components of the professional evaluation systems to reflect the following provisions that support 
teacher quality and student achievement: 80% professional practice (observation) and 20% student measures (SPP or 
combination of SPP and other relevant data as identified in the LEA’s comprehensive plan) 

b. Ensure that LEAs implement PA’s educator evaluation system using a differentiated and collaborative process which 
promotes educator growth. 

1. Include position-specific observation rubrics in the educator evaluation system 

2. Rotate educators with no performance concerns through cycles of formal evaluation and supportive growth 

3. Assure evaluator competence in the use of observation rubrics 

4. Provide timely, formative feedback 

The state has contracted American Institutes for Research, (A.I.R.) who compiled a report of the work group’s recommen-

dations. The full report is on the PDE website. I hope that in reviewing this list, you hear your own voice. We all look for-

ward to seeing the final plan and the USDE’s response to it. 

CRC CELEBRATES 50 YEARS OF LITERACY SERVICE 

CRC’s 50th Anniversary celebration was held on September 9th at the Colonial Country Club in Harrisburg. 

The evening began with socializing and beautiful string music from Chantalia, a talented group of high school 

students from Central Dauphin. After reconnecting with old friends, meeting new friends and viewing a dis-

play of CRC’s history and awards, everyone enjoyed a delicious dinner. After dinner CRC was proud to intro-

duce officers from KSRA including President, Rose Cappelli. The International Literacy Association Honor 

Council Award and KSRA Exemplary and President’s Leadership Awards were presented. CRC was also pre-

sented with a Commonwealth of Pennsylvania House of Representatives Citation. A highlight of the evening 

was the presentation to and acceptance of the Celebrate Literacy Award by author Jonathan Bean. Mr. Bean 

then signed copies of his books that were available for purchase from Reading Matters. Delicious cake and 

ice-cream sundaes topped off the evening. What a fantastic way to celebrate and begin our 50th Anniversary 

year as a council supporting literacy in our community!  



MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

We have gained a lot of new members since our Spring Newsletter. 15 to be exact! They 
are: 

May: Nena Campbell, Barbara Fischer, Sabrina Hensel, Christine Kerr 

June: Patricia Benner 

August: Kristen McLaughlin, Meg Rusanowsky 

September: Lauren Elizabeth Emick, Christopher Keyes 

November: Miranda Aaron, Aaron Carmichael, Laura Guenther, Mary Lehman, Christin 
Lopez, Olivia Walker 

Welcome to all these new members! We hope that you will enjoy being a part of our organi-
zation. 

We now use name tags at our various events so that everyone can get to know each other. 
If you see any of these new members, please be sure to give them a hearty Capital Reading 
Council welcome! 

Our current membership stands at 72 members. We need everyone’s help to continue to 

grow as an organization. When you come to our next meeting, please bring a friend with 

you and introduce them to our council and the informative programs we have. Spread the 

word at your school about Capital Reading Council. Encourage your colleagues to check out 

our website at capitalreading.weebly.com and the Keystone State Reading Association 

(KSRA) website at ksrapa.org. They can now join KSRA on-line. Membership in Capital Read-

ing Council is included in the state dues. 

INSPIRE YOUNG MINDS IN FULL SWING 

CRC’s Inspire Young Minds is part of the Keystone to Reading Book Awards program. We reach out to child-

care and preschool centers that are part of the PA Stars, scoring at level 1 or 2. Sets of the 7 preschool level 

Keystone to Reading books are delivered to responding centers in Dauphin and Cumberland counties. The 

teachers have 2 weeks to read the books to their students who then vote on their favorite book. The tally of 

votes for the books are sent to KSRA in March to be counted in determining the preschool level award winner. 

This year there are 18 centers participating. Book set rotations began at the beginning of October and will 

wrap up at the end of January. Thank you to the Harrisburg Kiwanis Club for purchasing 5 additional book sets 

so that 7 centers will be presented with books to add to their libraries at the end of the program.  



AN EXCEPTIONAL CRC EVENT 

On Saturday, November 12, teachers, administrators, 
specialists and graduate students met at the Camp Hill 
Café to hear Dr. Aileen Hower present a number practi-
cal and heartfelt strategies for “Reaching Students with 
Autism.” We enjoyed a delicious breakfast and an 
equally hearty number of strategies meant to boost the 
literacy skills of not only students with autism, but any 

“neuro-typical” students for whom scaffolds are needed. 

Through her explanations and examples, attendees were able to see how a tried-and-true 
instructional strategy like QAR, (Question Answer Relationship), can help students who may 
not “see the forest for the trees” preventing them from connecting all the details to a big 
picture. So, being explicitly shown how to use key words to locate explicit and implicit con-
cepts is a way to support them as they create new meaning. 

An “aha” for this old learner was the statistic that 60% of language is non-verbal. That al-
lowed me to put into perspective how challenging it is for these folks to understand other’s 
emotions well enough to respond appropriately. Additionally, she shared some trade book 
titles which can help our students understand and relate to the struggles experienced by 
some of their classmates… 

Ian’s Walk, primary level 

Rain Reign, middle level 

Counting by 7s, middle level 

Mockingbird, young adult 

For adults, she recommended Jodi Picoult’s novel, House Rules and Unstuck and On Target a 
guide to understanding and teaching students with issues with executive function. 

Not only is Dr. Hower the reading supervisor for the South Western School District, a profes-

sor in reading instruction for Cabrini College, and the chair of the 2017 KSRA annual confer-

ence in Hershey, she is the mom of a son on the spectrum. Her heart is in this, I can promise 

you. How lucky we are to have such a knowledgeable and compassionate member, willing 

to share her expertise and experiences with us. One attendee commented, “I learned so 

many strategies for working with ASD students. I LOVED IT!” Please watch for future oppor-

tunities to join us and grow as a learner, teacher and human. 


