
Keystone to Reading  
Book Awards 

Making it work in your classroom. 



How can I get the books? 
Write a grant… 
Our district has a Foundation which 
teachers can write a one page proposal 
and receive funding if it is selected. 

• Donorschoose.org 

This is a great site where you can submit 
any proposal and if people think it is 
worthwhile, you will receive funding.   

(If any of you familiar with Kickstarter 
for small businesses, this is like a 
Kickstarter for teachers’ ideas.) 

 

•School librarian 

•P.T.A or P.T.O.  

•Rich uncle 



Ideas to help it run smoothly. 

• Put a label on each book that identifies it as a Keystone to Reading 
Book Award candidate. 

• Put another label on each book that lists the classrooms that will be 
participating with a space where they can check off when they have 
finished the book and see who they might pass the book to next. 

 

 

 

• Laminate the paper book covers to increase the durability since they 
will be traveling from room to room. 

 

 

 

 

 

___Ackerman   ___Evanish     ___Jones     ___Newhart 
___Barnett        ___Foltz          ___Knox      ___Powers 
___Campbell     ___Garlinger  ___Lerch     ___Raymond 
___Donovan      ___Hilbish      ___Moss     ___Smith  
Please check off your name and pass the book on quickly. 

Keystone to Reading Book 
Award Candidate 2014-15 
 



Recruit readers 
• To make better use of the down time at the end of the day while the 

kindergarten students were waiting for their buses, I enlisted the bus 
patrols, who were fourth graders, to read to the students while they 
were waiting for their buses. 

• Classroom teachers read to their classes. 

• Librarians could read them to the students. 

• They could be read in segments as part of the morning 
announcements so the whole school would be involved in each story. 

• Parents volunteers could read them. 



Student Reader’s Parent letter  
to explain the program 

• See sample letter. 



Preview the books and write questions. 

• This is helpful to you or the student readers to clarify meaning as well 
as maintain the listeners attention. 

• Place post-it notes on the pages for easy reference as the book is read 

• We discovered that the children did not have the background 
knowledge necessary for understanding some of the stories, so this 
gave us a chance to figure out where we needed to build some 
background knowledge before the story was read and we marked the 
pages for extra clarification as the story was being read. 



The Study 

• Last year our district reverted to half day kindergarten after having 
had full day kindergarten for several years.  We had a morning session 
which I was unable to share the books with because of my other 
teaching duties and an afternoon session where I had some free time 
at the end of my teaching day.  This provided a perfect opportunity 
for me to have a control group-morning Kindergarten and a test 
group-the afternoon Kindergarteners who were able to participate. 

• I wanted to see if there would be a difference between the students 
who had this extra opportunity to share stories and the students who 
didn’t. 



The results 

• All Kindergarteners are administered the Developmental Reading 
Assessment at mid-year and at the end of the school year. 

• I was able to compare the January and May scores of the students 
who participated to see if the participants showed anymore 
improvement in their reading after having this extra reading 
experience each day compared to the students who did not . 

• And the results were… 

 



Every child in both groups improved his DRA scores 
but there is really no way to tell how big of a factor 

reading the Keystone to Reading Books to the 
students was in this improvement.  There were too 

many other variables.  It certainly didn’t hurt 
anyone and it kept the students busy and out of 

trouble while they waited for their buses. 


